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What is the main idea of the darkling thrush

The mood in the “The Darkling Thrush” is vivid and depicts a nature as the themes and mood of its poem altogether. This means that he describes the ongoing phenomenon of the world around him. What does the thrush change the mood of the poem? makes a break in the dark mood and tone. The speaker hears something in the still and calm
quietness. A thrush breaks out in song in the “bleak twigs overhead”(17-18) the thrush is small, plain and brown just like the setting of the poem. The little thrush can be seen here as a symbol of hope in such a bleak moment. How does the mood change from the beginning to the end of the Darkling Thrush? Explanation: In the beginning the subject
gives a feeling of discouragement, however close to the end demonstrates a feeling of trust in something. What does the thrush symbolize in the Darkling Thrush? The thrush, which draws on the motif of the singing bird in Romantic literature, represents hope. Like Hardy himself, the thrush uses his voice to create beauty. What is the main idea of the
Darkling Thrush? The primary theme of “The Darkling Thrush” is the despair of the modern temperament. Hardy describes in lyrical, descriptive detail the dying of the old world, but he cannot positively replace the dying with the new. Something is over, all is changed, civilization has decayed, and he does not know what will replace it. What type of
poem is The Darkling Thrush? “The Darkling Thrush” is a ballad. In keeping with the conventions of that form, it is written in eight-line stanzas, also called octaves. Each octave features alternating lines of iambic tetrameter and iambic trimeter, rhymed ABABCDCD. READ: What do the Egyptian hieroglyphics mean?What do lines 5/6 of the Darkling
Thrush suggest? Lines 5-6 - “That I could think there trembled through his happy good-night air’. This proves that the thrush is happy and the poet may be a little comforted by the thrush’s song. This may be shown by the alliteration of ‘th’ and ‘tr’ sounds. What does the word darkling mean in the poem? of the darkness How is the tiny thrush a
harbinger of hope? Upon the growing gloom is suggestive of both hope and desperation. It gives the impression of the thrush giving up its life to fight the gloomy environment. It is an indirect reference to Christ’s sufferings and death on the cross, followed by his resurrection from the dead, bringing hope to mankind. What are the poet’s feelings at
the end of the poem Darkling Thrush? The happy shrill note of the thrush in the utter gloom reminds us that there is no real communication between man and nature. Both are perhaps indifferent to each other. If Nature seems to be gloomy it is only the projection of the gloom within the poet’s mind. The poet has failed to interpret Nature properly.
How does the thrush symbolize the limitless joy? The idea is that there is no place where life will not be renewed, even if the whole world seems dead. In this stanza, the thrush sings for the first time, and the narrator is transfixed by its ability to find and create joy regardless of the place and time. How does the speaker feel about the bird in the
Darkling Thrush? The speaker says in the last stanza that he “could think there trembled through his happy good-night air some blessed Hope.” The speaker recognizes that the bird offers hope. And coming from just a worn out and diminished bird, makes that hope significant. However, he admits that he is unaware of what that hope is. What is the
meaning of Spectre GREY in the Darkling Thrush? The presence of frost tells readers it is winter, and the adjective “spectre-grey,” a word Hardy coined, suggests a haunted landscape. The word “dregs” means the last of something, but here the dregs act upon the “weakening eye of day,” making the twilight “desolate.” What does the poem The
Darkling Thrush tell you about man’s relationship with nature? Hardy has distinctively portrayed nature, having his own unique style and perspective in his writing. Discussing different characters and their different qualities and the roles the characters are given in relation to the natural world surrounding them is immensely important to understand
the man-environment linkage. Is The Darkling Thrush an elegy? Thomas Hardy’s poem “The Darkling Thrush” presents the despair regarding the end of a century and the industrial revolution. Written at the turn of the 20th century, the elegy laments the end of the century which was more natural, more humane and livelier to him. READ: What are
the advantages and disadvantages of corporation business?What brings hope to the poet in his condition of hopelessness in the poem The Darkling Thrush? The poet feels that the Industrial Revolution has brought about several changes in the society, polity, economy and religious beliefs. He feels that all has changed, civilisation has decayed and he
does not know what will replace it. This feeling brought a sense of hopelessness and despair in the poem. Does the depressed narrator in the poem find hope due to the thrush? The thrush can be taken as a mirror image of Hardy, the narrator himself, gloomy dull, tired and hopeless. It’s here, that the narrator finds hope because he thinks that though
being, old and feeble, the thrush can sing in such a jolly tone, then why cannot he have happiness in life. What does the speaker suddenly see and hear in the poem? The speaker suddenly saw a thrush singing a song. Explanation: The Darkling Thrush is a english poem written by Thomas Hardy. The speaker suddenly saw a thrush(bird) singing a
beautiful and hopeful song and it knows something more than the speaker. What makes the sight from the coppice gate so depressing in the Darkling Thrush? The view from the coppice gate is so depressing because it is a dreary winter day in the late afternoon (the speaker refers to this time as the “weakening eye of day”) as the sun is beginning to
go down. Everything looks gray and desolate. It is cold, and the frost covering the landscape is a ghostly “spectre” gray. What has happened to the ancient pulse? Lines 5-6 - ‘The ancient pulse of germ and birth was shrunken hard and dry’. The last line of the first stanza and the second stanza are concerned with men. This line means that every spirit
on the planet seems as lifeless as the poet, as hard and dry as the shrunken pulses of germ and birth. What does Beruffled mean? With blast-beruffled plume, blast - very strong gust of wind; beruffled - disordered, scruffy; plume - feathers. Had chosen thus to fling his soul. Upon the growing gloom. What is a coppice gate? Poem Summary Hardy
underscores the speaker’s meditative mood by describing him leaning upon a “coppice gate,” meaning a gate that opens onto the woods. The presence of frost tells readers it is winter, and the adjective “spectre-grey,” a word Hardy coined, suggests a haunted landscape. What are the poet’s feelings at the end of the poem? Answer: In the end of the
poem the poet feels relaxed and thankful to the nature for saving his day from being wasted. Why does the poet feel sorry? The poet is feeling sorry because he could not travel both the roads. The mood of the poet is regretful and thoughtful. Why does the poet feel nostalgic? She becomes nostalgic. She is reminded of a time when her mother was
young and she was a child. She remembers how her mother used to look at one of her old photograph, where she posed in the beach with her cousins Betty and Dolly with a smile. The primary theme of “The Darkling Thrush” is the despair of the modern temperament. Hardy describes in lyrical, descriptive detail the dying of the old world, but he
cannot positively replace the dying with the new. Something is over, all is changed, civilization has decayed, and he does not know what will replace it.Click to see full answer Moreover, what does the Darkling Thrush mean?Poem of the week: The Darkling Thrush, by Thomas Hardy. It is one of Hardy's most lyrical poems, musical in execution,
metaphor, theme, and even title. The Keatsian word "darkling" simply means "in the dark", but it has the sound of a preludial shimmer of birdsong.Also Know, what is the tone of the Darkling Thrush? The overall tone of “The Darkling Thrush” is best described as. maudlin and overwrought. serious and tragic. darkly humorous. One may also ask, what
type of poem is The Darkling Thrush? “The Darkling Thrush” is a ballad. In keeping with the conventions of that form, it is written in eight-line stanzas, also called octaves. Each octave features alternating lines of iambic tetrameter and iambic trimeter, rhymed ABABCDCD.How has Thomas Hardy depicted nature in the poem The Darkling Thrush?
Thomas Hardy often shows a pessimistic and fatalistic outlook in his poetry. Rejecting the Victorian belief of a benevolent God, he laments on the bleakness of human condition, inspired by the dark rugged landscape of his native land Dorset. By Dr Oliver Tearle Thomas Hardy’s novels often overshadow his poetry, although a handful of poems from his
vast poetic output remain popular in verse anthologies. One such case is ‘The Darkling Thrush’, a great winter poem which was first published on 29 December 1900. Poised on the cusp of a new year (and even, depending on your view of the matter, a new century), Hardy reflects in this poem on the events of the nineteenth century, his own feelings
about the future, and his attitude to nature. Here is “The Darkling Thrush’, followed by a close analysis of its features. The Darkling Thrush I leant upon a coppice gate, When Frost was spectre-gray, And Winter’s dregs made desolate The weakening eye of day. The tangled bine-stems scored the sky Like strings of broken lyres, And all mankind that
haunted nigh Had sought their household fires. The land’s sharp features seemed to me The Century’s corpse outleant, Its crypt the cloudy canopy, The wind its death-lament. The ancient pulse of germ and birth Was shrunken hard and dry, And every spirit upon earth Seemed fervourless as I. At once a voice arose among The bleak twigs overhead, In
a full-hearted evensong Of joy illimited. An aged thrush, frail, gaunt and small, With blast-beruffled plume, Had chosen thus to fling his soul Upon the growing gloom. So little cause for carolings Of such ecstatic sound Was written on terrestrial things Afar or nigh around, That I could think there trembled through His happy good-night air Some
blessed Hope, whereof he knew, And I was unaware. ‘The Darkling Thrush’: summary In summary, then: the poem’s speaker leans upon a woodland gate and views the land around him as a symbol of the events of the nineteenth century, the ‘Century’s corpse outleant’; the speaker is made a part of the scene, not just a detached observer, as ‘outleant’
echoes the speaker’s own action at the start of the poem (‘I leant upon a coppice gate’). A thrush appears, and sings so joyfully that the speaker is convinced that the bird knows something he does not - that the thrush singing in the twilight knows of brighter days to come. The century is dying (‘crypt’, ‘death-lament’) because it is at its end, but also
because something has died as a result of the events of that century: religious faith. Thomas Hardy lost his own faith in Christianity early in life, partly as a result of his reading of Auguste Comte and Charles Darwin (whose On the Origin of Species Hardy had read as a young man), though he retained a fondness for the trappings of Christianity, such
as church architecture and the language of the King James Bible. “The Darkling Thrush’: analysis “The Darkling Thrush’ opens with endings: the end of the year, the end of the day (the ‘weakening eye of day’ sets the poem at dusk), even the end of the century (the original title of the poem was ‘The Century’s End, 1900’: for many, including Hardy, the
twentieth century only really began in 1901, not 1900). But every ending is also a beginning of some sort, a limit marking the end of one thing and the start of another. What will the new year and, given the poem’s ominous date of December 1900, the new century hold? Hardy seems to subject the Victorian age to sharp scrutiny, analysing its
developments and discoveries in an indirect but suggestive way. The ‘darkling thrush’ will intrude upon Hardy’s gloomy reflections: At once a voice arose among The bleak twigs overhead, In a full-hearted evensong Of joy illimited. An aged thrush, frail, gaunt and small, With blast-beruffled plume, Had chosen thus to fling his soul Upon the growing
gloom. Because of such scientific and philosophical developments and discoveries in the nineteenth century, religious faith had declined among the overall population. (Interestingly, church numbers continued to increase, but this was because the overall population skyrocketed between 1800 and 1900; fewer people were going to church by 1900,
proportionally speaking.) A writer like Hardy could no longer take solace from Christianity, or have unequivocal confidence in the future of the world. Too much had been learnt, too much lost: So little cause for carolings Of such ecstatic sound Was written on terrestrial things Afar or nigh around ... This religious dimension to the poem is borne out by
Hardy’s personal beliefs but also by his other poems, such as ‘The Oxen’ (which sees him unable to share a belief in the truth of Christianity, though he wishes he could believe). In ‘The Darkling Thrush’ itself we are given clues that religion is on the speaker’s mind. In the third stanza, when the thrush of the title appears (‘darkling’ is an old poetic
word for ‘in darkness’ - it also, incidentally, echoes Matthew Arnold’s use of the word in his famous poem about declining faith, ‘Dover Beach’, published in 1867), its song is described as ‘evensong’, suggesting the church service, while the use of the word ‘soul’ also suggests the spiritual. (Such a religiously inflected analysis of Hardy’s poem is
reinforced by ‘carolings’ in the next stanza.) The fact that the thrush, despite being ‘aged’ and ‘small’, can still sing a song filled with ‘joy illimited’ is contrasted with the speaker’s lack of hope and joy (if we take the speaker of the poem to be Hardy himself, he, too, is aged: Hardy was sixty in 1900). The word ‘illimited’ is typical Hardy: not “‘unlimited’
(suggesting excess) but ‘illimited’, describing a joy that is unaffected by knowledge of such things as the end of the year or the end of the century, the very limits or endings which prey upon the speaker’s mind. So little cause for carolings Of such ecstatic sound Was written on terrestrial things Afar or nigh around, That I could think there trembled
through His happy good-night air Some blessed Hope, whereof he knew, And I was unaware. The poem ends on an ambiguous note: is the speaker inspired by the ‘blessed Hope’ of the thrush’s song, or does he continue to lack optimism for the future? He is “‘unaware’ of the thrush’s reasons for being cheerful, but he seems to believe that such a cause
for hope exists somewhere, and he simply hasn’t discovered (or rediscovered) it yet. This ambivalence is partly what helps to make ‘The Darkling Thrush’ not only a great Thomas Hardy poem to read, but also a great piece of poetry to analyse. Unlike the thrush’s carolings, Hardy’s poem does not sound an unconditionally positive note. The best
affordable edition of Thomas Hardy’s complete poems is The Collected Poems of Thomas Hardy (Wordsworth Poetry Library). It contains all of Hardy’s poetry for a very reasonable price. We also have more classic poems about birds, and we’ve compiled some of Hardy’s best poems here. We’ve also picked the best Thomas Hardy novels here. The
author of this article, Dr Oliver Tearle, is a literary critic and lecturer in English at Loughborough University. He is the author of, among others, The Secret Library: A Book-Lovers’ Journey Through Curiosities of History and The Great War, The Waste Land and the Modernist Long Poem. Image: Thomas Hardy by William Strang, 1893, public domain.
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